Brown v. Board of Education
347 U.S. 483 (1954) - United States Supreme Court

> Argued December 9, 1952 & December 8, 1953 - Decided May 17, 1954
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347 U.S. 483,74 S. Ct. 686,98 L. Ed. 873 (1954)

Supreme Court of the United States

Chief Justice Earl Warren (unanimous opinion)

Oliver L. Brown, et al.

Board of Education of Topeka, Kansas, et al.

Briggs v. Elliott (S.C.); Davis v. County School Bd. (Va.); Gebhart v. Belton (Del.)
Thurgood Marshall (NAACP LDF) for Petitioners; Paul E. Wilson for Respondent
Constitutional Law — Equal Protection — Fourteenth Amendment

ProcepuraL HisTORY

Trial Courts

First Argument

Re-argument
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Issue

Does the racial segregation of children in public schools solely on the basis of race, even when the physical facilities and
other TANGIBLE factors may be equal, deprive the minority children of equal educational opportunities, and thereby
violate the Equal Protection Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution?

HoLpiNnG

Yes. Separate educational facilities are inherently unequal. Segregation in public schools on the basis of
race violates the Equal Protection Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment, regardless of whether the physical
facilities and tangible factors are equal. The Court unanimously overruled Plessy v. Ferguson insofar as it
applied to public education.

REASONING

Historical Ambiguity of the Fourteenth Amendment

Importance of Education in Modern Society
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Scope of the Decision

CoNCURRENCES & DISSENTS

Concurrence — Chief Justice Warren (for a unanimous Court)

The decision was deliberately rendered unanimous, at Chief Justice Warren’s urging, to present a united judicial
front on so momentous a constitutional question. There were no separate concurrences or dissents. Justices
who had privately expressed reservations — including Justice Robert H. Jackson and Justice Stanley F. Reed —
ultimately joined the opinion. Justice Jackson, hospitalized with a heart attack, left the hospital to be present for
the announcement.

Historical Contrast — Plessy v. Ferguson (1896), Harlan, J., dissenting

Justice John Marshall Harlan's celebrated dissent in Plessy anticipated Brown by nearly 60 years: “Our Constitution
is color-blind, and neither knows nor tolerates classes among citizens.” Harlan alone argued that the Louisiana
“Separate Car Act” violated the Thirteenth and Fourteenth Amendments. Brown vindicated Harlan’s dissent.

SiGNIFICANCE & DocTtrRINAL IMPACT

Constitutional

Civil Rights
Judicial Role

Education Law

Precedent

Key QuoTEs

Chief Justice Warren (majority):

“We conclude that, in the field of public education, the doctrine of ‘separate but equal” has no place. Separate educational
facilities are inherently unequal. Therefore, we hold that the plaintiffs and others similarly situated for whom the
actions have been brought are, by reason of the segregation complained of, deprived of the equal protection of the laws
guaranteed by the Fourteenth Amendment.” 347 U.S. at 495
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Chief Justice Warren (on psychology of segregation):

“To separate [Black children] from others of similar age and qualifications solely because of their race generates a feeling
of inferiority as to their status in the community that may affect their hearts and minds in a way unlikely ever to be
undone.” 347 U.S. at 494

ReLATED AuTHORITY & FURTHER READING

Exam / BAR NoOTES

Analytical Checklist for Equal Protection (post-Brown)

Step1  Identify the classification (race = strict scrutiny).

Step2  Determine whether a fundamental right or suspect class is implicated.
Step3  Apply appropriate tier: strict / intermediate / rational basis.

Step4  Assess government interest (compelling vs. substantial vs. legitimate).
Step5  Assess means (narrowly tailored vs. substantially related vs. rational).
Step6  Under strict scrutiny, segregation by race in public schools is per se invalid.

This template is provided for educational purposes only. It does not constitute legal advice. All case citations should be verified against
official reporters before submission. Compiled with IXTEX — edit or share at letx.app.
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